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Recently, whenever І run into someone who hasn’t 
seen me in a while, they always say the same thing: 
"You've gained weight!” And it's true, I've gained 
weight! I’m 174 cm (5'8") tall and | weigh 195 
pounds. | don’t look that heavy... my arms and legs 
and chest are the same size as when | was thinner, 


so | just look pitiful! | think I should probably get 
some exercise or ||| really look like the picture 
above. Also, | need to go on a diet. Agggh! | ate too 
much again! 

—Akira Toriyama, 1992 


Widely known all over the world for his playful, innovative 
storytelling and humorous, distinctive art style, Dragon 
Ball creator Akira Toriyama is also known in his native 
Japan for the wildly popular Dr. Slump, his previous 
manga series about the adventures of a mad scientist and 
his android “daughter.” His hit series Dragon Ball ran 
from 1984 to 1995 in Shueisha’s Weekly Shonen Jump 
magazine. He is also known for his design work on video 
games such as Dragon Warrior, Chrono Trigger and 
Tobal No. 1. His recent manga works include Cowa!, 
Kajika, Sand Land, Neko Majin, and a children’s book, 
Toccio the Angel. He lives with his family in Japan. 
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Bulma 
Goku's oldest friend, Bulma is a sci- 
entific genius. She met Goku while on 
a quest for the seven magical Dragon 
Balls which, when gathered together, 
can grant any wish. 


Son Goku 
The greatest martial 
artist on Earth, he is 
one of the last of the 
Saiyans, an almost 

extinct alien race. Like 
Trunks and Vegeta, he 
can power-up by trans- 
forming into a “Super 
Saiyan” He also has the 
power to teleport. 


РА 

d Son Gohan 

Goku's four-year-old son, a half- 
human, half-Saiyan with hidden 


Kuririn 
reserves of strength. He was trained Goku's former martial 
by Goku's former enemy Piccolo. arts schoolmate. 


An artificial life form created by the 
late Dr. Gero. This is its second form. 


| 


The future son of Vegeta and Bulma, * 
he 5 a half-human, half-Saiyan. . 


2, š የሷ: 
Androids #16, #17 and #18 
Incredibly strong androids created by ће =| 
late Dr. Gero to destroy Son Goku. 
(Actually, #17 and #18 are cyborgs.) 
о 


The prince of the Saiyans. Не is obsessed 
with becoming stronger than Goku. 


NO 


Son Goku was Earth's greatest hero, and the Dragon 
Balls—which can grant апу wish—were Earth's greatest 
treasure. Three years ago, Earth was visited by Trunks, a 
time traveler from the future. Trunks warned Earth’s martial 
artists that the world would soon be attacked by super- 
powerful androids. But the future turned out worse than 
Trunks’ prediction when an even more terrifying enemy 
appeared: Cell, а bioweapon designed to fuse with 
Androids #17 and #18 and become the ultimate fighter! 
The heroes were unable to stop Cell from absorbing 
Android #17 and reaching its second stage. Now, 
Tenshinhan has spent the last of his power to give #16 
and #18 a chance to escape... 
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CELL LOOKS 
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BEFORE...!! 15 HE 
COMPLETE 


ALREADY...?! 


с — — 
ace, E 


I 


READ 
« THIS 
WAY 


ბ 
um 


% 


| С. 


«а 


« 


READ 
THIS: 
WAY 


«< 


<i 


(Үс = N 
“= I 


4 
Š WAS 1 SN 
SS / A | 
/ ` 
br, Zuch A к a 
| „27% | ሜሉ ዲቦ 
/ ქ Ж 
ს 8 Lé 
m NEA 
1 ` 


Vida 
An 
ს 
| 
4 IL II 
CW 
1 
ОЛС 
> | 


E А VĒ Е 
Dasa) WK Оз | 
A =; |ሎፉ- Š 


READ 《 


THIS 
WAY 


« 


INCREDIBLY 
POWERFUL 
! 


« 


EAD 
THIS 
WAY 


DAR 


ШЕ 
177 


RI 
« 
й N A 


H < 
ESA 
ў 


ШД თ 


<< 
s7 


IC NEVER 
BE BEATEN 


BY THE LIKES )..: 


STRAIGHTEN 
ME OUT, CELL. 
YOU'RE SAYING 


SPEED! SKILL! 
MENTAL STRENGTH! 
I WILL BE PERFECT 
IN EVERY WAY! 


«а 


= aM --) 2; 
መሙ саЙ 

ს (V. 

2 = ABB 

\ C 

ჯა 2 

1 » 
| 


шини 


« 
| 


READ 
Eé 
WAY 


« 


«а 


IF I DON'T 
DESTROY # 18 BY 
TURNING HER OFF 


«м 


«а 


E у 


SUSPENSION 


FINE. TLL 


& 
5 


= 
ES 


Са А 


22 СО 


NEXT: Vegeta 5 Curiosity 
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TITLE PAGE GALLERY 


These title pages were used 
when these chapters of 
Dragon Ball Z were originally 

published in Japan in 1992 in 

Weekly Shonen Jump magazine. 
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Trunks muscled-out new form 


defeat the deadly bioweapon? Or will 
the world have to wait for the results 
of Goku and Gohan’s training? 
Finding no competition on Earth, 
Cell inv a TV studio and gives 

| the world an ultimatum: produce г 
fighter who can beat him in one-on 


one combat, or he will methodically 
slaughter every living thing! 
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Go to n for news, updates and 
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Full of FREE previews and tons of 
new manga for you to explore 


From legendary manga like Dragon Ball 
to Bakuman., the newest series from the 
creators of Death Note, the best manga 
in the world is now available on the iPad 
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* Free App 
* New content weekly | 
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You’re Reading in 
the Wrong Direction!! 


W... Guess what? You're starting at the 
wrong end of the comic! 
...It's true! In keeping with the original Japanese 
format, Akira Toriyama's world-famous Dragon Ball Z 
series is meant to be read from right to left, starting 
in the upper-right corner. 
Unlike English, which is read from left to right, 
Japanese is read from right to left, meaning that 
action, sound effects, and word-balloon order are 
completely reversed...something which can make 
readers unfamiliar with Japanese feel pretty back- 
wards themselves. For this reason, manga or 
Japanese comics published in the U.S. in English have traditionally been published 
“flopped”—that is, printed in exact reverse order, as though seen from the other side 
of a mirror. 

By flopping pages, U.S. publishers can avoid confusing readers, but the compro- 
mise is not without its downside. For one thing, a character in a flopped manga series 
who, in the original Japanese version, wore a T-shirt emblazoned with “M A Y” (as in 
“the merry month of”) now wears one which reads “Y A M”! Additionally, many 
manga creators in Japan are themselves unhappy with the process, as some feel the 
mirror-imaging of their art skews their original intentions. 

In recognition of the importance and popularity of 
Dragon Ball Z, we are proud to bring it to you in the 
original unflopped format. 

For now, though, turn to the other side of the book 
and let the adventure begin...! 

—Editor 
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THE ROOM OF SPIRIT AND TIME = y 

Cell has fused with android #17, becoming "ምሥ ምሥ” 
practically invincible—but not for long! => と 
Training in the Room of Spirit and Time, >” 

where a year passes for every day out- ፖ 
side, Vegeta and Trunks have gone beyond 
the Super Saiyan, reaching a level of 
power even greater than second-stage 
Cell! Now Cell is the one who is out- 
matched—but Vegeta hates a boring fight. 
Succumbing to his pride, Vegeta agrees to 
help Cell fuse with android #18, the last 
element he needs to become “perfect,” so 
he can have the honor of defeating the 
strongest being in the world! 
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